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Legacy of medicine during the Holocaust and its contemporary relevance:

Education for resilient professional identity formation of health
professionals
Hedy S. Wald — Clinical Professor of Family Medicine, Alpert Medical School of
Brown University Faculty, Harvard Medical School Pediatric Leadership Program,
Commissioner, Lancet Commission on Medicine and the Holocaust

Physicians, nurses, and other health professionals were instrumental in the ideology,
design, and implementation of many atrocities of the Holocaust. Confronting and
learning about the legacy of the role of medicine and nursing during the Holocaust
which includes this as well as exemplars of moral courage and reflection on
contemporary relevance can support morally resilient lifelong professional identity
formation of health professionals. The design and assessment of seminars, study
trips, and reflective colloquia on this topic which include interactive reflective
writing and art interpretation with health professions trainees and practitioners
will be presented. Through lenses of medical educator and daughter of a Holocaust
survivor, collaboration with and research on outcomes of Auschwitz-Birkenau
study trips with health professions students of Witten-Herdecke Faculty of Health,
Germany and Oakland Beaumont School of Medicine, Michigan will be presented.
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Lessons from the Holocaust: Reflections of a medical student upon
completing the “Medicine and the Holocaust” Course

Liron Leibovitch —Azrieli Faculty of Medicine, Bar Ilan University, Safed, Israel
lironlibo@gmail.com

Hadas Shasha-Lavsky - Galilee Medical Center and Azrieli Faculty of Medicine, Bar
[llan University, Safed, Israel

The course “Medicine and the Holocaust” offers a unique exploration of the
intersection between medicine and one of the darkest periods in human history.
Through an examination of the Holocaust’s sequence of events and motivations, it
becomes clear that the Nazi regime was motivated by a deep sense of disgust and
rejection towards populations deemed “impure”. The medical establishment and
doctors played a significant role in these heinous crimes, serving as gatekeepers
against ‘diseases and pathogens’.

Simultaneously, the course content introduces acts of heroism and compassion that
have left an everlasting appreciation for those who chose to do good in the face of
evil. The resilience and courage of these individuals serve as an unprecedented
example of human compassion and determination in the face of unimaginable
difficulty in such a dark time. The course reminds us of the enormous responsibility
that comes with the medical profession and should be required in every medical
school, serving as an important reminder that even today, there is no immunity
against the ideological grip and distorted logic that blinded so many doctors at the
time.

By investigating a function’s limit, one can determine its normal range. Similarly,
by learning about the events of the Holocaust and the role of medicine in it, future
doctors can avoid psychological pitfalls that exist in everyday life. The course
content allows for a more informed response to the question, “What doctor do
you want to be?” and serves as a powerful reminder of the value of compassion,
responsibility, and ethics in the medical profession.

Overall, the course “Medicine and the Holocaust” inspires both fear and reflection
by allowing students to ask themselves important questions. How would they
conduct themselves if they were present at the time? What would have stopped them
from becoming a monster if they had been on the strong side, and would they have
acted heroically if they had been on the weak side? The course content challenges
students to confront difficult questions and provides a unique perspective on the
intersection between medicine and one of the darkest moments in human history.
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Holocaust studies in nursing education: Enhancing nurses’ moral and social
responsibility

Zvika Orr, Anat Romem
The Fordham Family Programs in Advanced Clinical Nursing,
Selma Jelinek School of Nursing, Jerusalem College of Technology
Zvika Orr, orr@g.jct.ac.il +972-54-7461666;
Anat Romem, romem(@g.jct.ac.il +972-54-7038334

Purpose. Holocaust studies are not common in nursing education. This article
examines a requisite Holocaust and genocide curriculum for graduate nurse
practitioner (MSN+NP) students and its impact on participants.

Methods. The article analyzes the reflective accounts written by students of three
cohorts of this program in 2019-2022. The students’ texts were analyzed inductively
using qualitative content analysis.

Results. The curriculum illuminated four aspects of the Holocaust and genocide:

1. The voluntary collaboration of German nurses and physicians with the Nazi
regime, including their role in designing and administering Nazi genocidal
policies.

2. The dedicated work of Jewish nurses and physicians during the Holocaust under
subhuman conditions and their moral dilemmas and conflicts.

3. The mechanisms that allow the indifference of bystanders, as well as the denial of
past atrocities.

4. The treatment of Holocaust survivors and other traumatized patients.

The findings suggest that studying these issues had a profound impact on the nurses,
who became more alert to wrongdoings and social suffering, more willing to bear
witness, and more engaged in social advocacy for disenfranchised groups exposed
to structural violence. The studies transformed the nurse practitioners into critical
intellectuals (in Edward Said’s term), enhancing their conscious leadership.
Conclusion. Holocaust and genocide studies allow nurses to grasp their moral
responsibility, unearth issues and people that are routinely silenced, confront dogma,
question the uncontestable, and resist structural racism. These studies have the
potential to add a much-needed historical contextualization that is often missing in
the current efforts to increase the social responsibility in nursing. We recommend
including these studies in graduate nursing programs in Israel and worldwide.
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Writing Wikipedia entries on physicians during the Holocaust as a form of
Student activism and intellectual altruism

Omri Caspi — Goldman School of Medicine
Gal Ben Arie — Goldman School of Medicine, Soroka Medical Center

Matti Fox — Goldman School of Medicine, Jakobovits Center for Jewish Medical
Ethics, Ben-Gurion University

omricasp@post.bgu.ac.il

There is a relative scarcity of information available in Hebrew regarding the
biographical details of the full spectrum of physicians who practiced medicine
during World War Two. These include not just perpetrators and victims, but also
bystanders, Righteous Among the Nations, partisans, and allied forces physicians.
Asides from notable Jewish doctors of the period, the majority of accessible
knowledge on the topic is confined to the Nazi defendants named in the “Doctors’
Trials” as part of the Nuremberg trials, and the more notable righteous among the
nations, and is mainly available in hardcopy form and not available on line.

The “Reflections on Medicine & the Holocaust” course, held at the Ben Gurion
University as a mandatory course for all second-year medical students, initiated a
project providing students the opportunity to write a Wikipedia entry in Hebrew
about physicians who practiced medicine during the Second World War. The goal
of the exercise was to engage with the narrative history of the physicians practice
during the war and become acquainted with the complex moral dilemmas that
physicians grappled with as part of their professional identity. A total of twenty-five
students volunteered for the assignment and were provided the opportunity to select
one of three options: creating a new Hebrew Wikipedia entry, translating an existing
Wikipedia entry to Hebrew, or augmenting content of an existing Hebrew entry.

Upon completion of the course, fourteen Hebrew Wikipedia entries were
successfully completed online, three withheld by Wikipedia editors, and eight draft
proposals submitted to course directors. Of the fourteen completed assignments;
five entries were entirely new, four were translations (originally in English or
German), and six entries were augmented. As the first of its kind, this initiative aims
to increase the engagement of medical students through the use of Wikipedia to
access and expand information regarding physicians who practiced medicine during
World War Two. We envision students will continue to use Wikipedia as a platform
for knowledge-sharing and intellectual altruism.
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Dr. Zalman Grinberg, A physician and public Leader, 1945-1946

Ada Schein — The “Spiegel Fellows” Forum at the Arnold and Leona Finkler Institute
of Holocaust Research at Bar-Ilan University

Moshav Neot Hakikar, Doar Na Yam Hamelach 8690500, adaschein2@gmail.com

She’erit Haplaita (the Surviving Remnants) in Germany grew from several tens of
thousands of Jews who were liberated from the concentration camps in that country
by the American and Allied forces in the end of Second World war.

The Nazis enforced a regime of extreme torture, intimidation and humiliation in the
concentration camps designed to ensure their control over the concentration camp
prisoners and to prevent the growth of self-leadership among the prisoners. Despite
this, shortly after the liberation, social leadership emerged among the Holocaust
survivors.

The lecture will focus on Dr. Zalman Grinberg, a physician by profession, who
immediately after liberation was appointed by an American officer to manage
the hospital at Sankt Ottilien monastery and at the same time was chosen by the
survivors themselves to serve as the first chairman of the Central Committee of
Liberated Jews in the American occupation zone in Germany.

The lecture will answer the following questions: How can his rapid rise to the
leadership of the surviving remnants be explained despite his young age and even
though he did not have a public status before the war? Did his medical training help
him in fulfilling his public duties or did it fail him? And why did he serve in public
office only a short time?

The lecture will argue that Dr. Grinberg’s rapid rise to the leadership of the surviving
remnants in the American occupation zone in Germany is explained by the fact that
in the end of the war, a correlation was created between his medical skills and the
immediate needs of the survivors. However, the more he continued his activity in
the public sphere in the DP camps, the more his activity in the professional sphere
suffered.

In the summer of 1946, while he was in the Land of Israel as a member of a delegation
on behalf of the She'erit Haplaita in Germany, the political disputes among the
Zionists in the DP camps in Germany contributed to the decline in Dr. Grinberg’s
public status.
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“If you live, tell everyone about the good and the bad”
Dr. Yosef Metzger — A Story of Survival

Naomi Menuhin

Naomim249@gmail.com +972-52-8817182

In 1944, Dr. Yosef Metzger wrote a will. In his will to his friend, he writes: “If
you live, tell everyone about the good and the bad.” Dr. Yosef Metzger (1910-1979)
came from a family of physicians and was raised and educated in Lviv, where he
also obtained his medical training. The war caught him while he was a physician
and director of the hospital in the town of Mosciska in Galicia. He was removed
from his position and had to fight for his life. This is the story of his life, filled with
extraordinary events that repeatedly put his life at risk. He was saved through the
kindness of patients who remembered him, as well as by medical teams who foresaw
the impending danger.

Until now, the details of his experiences during the war and how he managed to
survive have remained unknown. As previously noted, the war caught him while he
was the director of a hospital in the town MoSciska. After a period in hiding, towards
the end of the war he joined the partisans as a battalion physician. After the war,
Dr. Metzger moved to the town of Zabrze in Upper Silesia where he worked as a
physician in the local Jewish orphanage.

In my lecture, I aim to recount the tale of a man and a physician during and after
the Holocaust. This story reflects the choices made by those who embraced evil, as
well as those who selflessly risked their own lives to save others without seeking any
reward. It is a story of tragedy, marked by sorrow, pain, and loss, but also an uplifting
tale of one man’s resilience and revival from the ashes.
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The ‘Department for Sick Aid’ — Department of Mental Health in
Theresienstadt Ghetto headed by Dr. Viktor Frankl

Margalit Shlain — Beit Theresienstadt, Givat Haim [hud
margalit.shlain@gmail.com +972-52-5608972

The world of the tens of thousands Central European Jews who were sent to
Theresienstadt Ghetto — that from the outset, was a concentration and transit camp
to death camps (1941-1945) — were shattered for a long time under the rule of Nazi
Germany. They were isolated from the society, already deprived of their status,
honor and all their properties, dire circumstances which caused anxieties and
mental pressures, which were intensified in the traumatic train rides in unbearable
conditions, and the shock they experienced as they were confronted by the harsh
reality in the camp: residing in an attic or a cellar, on cement floors covered only
with straw, hungry, sick and terrified by the daily threat of being transferred to the
‘East’. These circumstances created desperation and depression, leading also to
suicidal inclination and to suicides.

“In a place where there are no people, strive be a man” (Pirkei Avot 2) — against
all odds, doctors, psychologists, and therapists, who were imprisoned themselves,
established a mental health care department. It aspired to build an intervention
service, to promote the survival opportunities of the individual and preserve, as
much as possible, the mental health and resilience of their fellow prisoners, during
their stay in Theresienstadt.

Dr. Viktor Frankl- a Jewish-Austrian psychiatrist and neurologist, founder of
logotherapy school the existentialist analysis method, headed the department,
which was disguised from the German by the name: ‘Department for Sick Aid’.
Unfortunately, there is little documentation of this department, which operated
until the fall of 1944. In a report, submitted by Dr. Frankl on March 27,1944 to the
Ghetto’s Health Administration, regarding its’ activities, he described the sub-areas
of their work: “Our concern is first with those who are still healthy, second with
those who are neurotically diseased, thirdly with those already psychotic.”

The lecture will present the goals and the actions of the staff of this unique
department; whose professional approach and personal motivation led to relative
successes in the first category and modest accomplishments in caring for the
neurotic patients, Unfortunately, there was no valid option of assisting the psychotic
patients due to lack of sufficient therapists and the crowded housing situation in the
ghetto, which eliminated the option to isolate them. Despite these obstacles, the
‘Department for Sick Aid’, played a role in the adaptation of the Jewish prisoners to
the conditions in the Theresienstadt Ghetto, and provided a significant contribution
to their mental resilience and survival.
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The Special Children's Home of Sally (Samuel) Bein

Ronny Meir Dotan
Tel Aviv +972-52-2519484

Sally Bein, a Jewish graduate student, studied education and speech therapy. In 1908
he was elected by the Jewish community in Germany to establish a Home for Jewish
children with special needs. The idea was to create a program of rehabilitation and
education that will prepare them to an independent adult. The name of the institution
was “The Keiser Wilhelm and Augusta Victoria Israeli (Jewish) educational
institution for Jewish children with developmental delay”.

In this home there was a variety of disabled children: suffering from hearing loss,
mental or motor abnormalities, that otherwise were sent to mental institutions
or convents for the rest of their lives. Here they had the opportunity to become
independent and working adults, through an educational program of 2-3 years.

Since 1933, the local residents and municipal bureau of Beilitz, tried to close the
institution due to anti-semitic activity. Interestingly, the T4 program did not reach
the village.

Sally Bein understood the situation and sent one of his daughters to India. He himself
refused to leave the village and save himself.

In April 14" 1942, a group of twenty-four children from the village was transported
to Warsaw Ghetto and from there to deportation to the east to death camps. In June
2741942, all the rest residents of the village, including all the children, staff and Sally
Bein and his wife and daughter were transported to Sobibor.



“Journals for health and medicine in Yiddish in Eastern Europe”

Itzhak Fuchs — The work was written as a Master’s thesis in the Department of
Yiddish Literature, under the supervision of Prof. Avraham Noverstern and Prof. Hana
Wirt-Nesher, at Tel Aviv University

At the end of the 19% century and the beginning of the 20" century, millions of Jews
all over the world spoke Yiddish. Nevertheless, and despite the tireless efforts of
writers and creators to establish Yiddish as a modern language, its cultural status
was low. In the eyes of many, it was still considered a vernacular spoken mainly by
the lower classes. The attitude towards the language changed, and from the second
decade of the 20" century, Yiddish journals began to appear devoted to all the topics
in the world, including issues of public health and medicine.

Vilnius was at that time an important printing center for publications in Yiddish,
including those devoted to health and medicine. The most important among the
popular periodicals devoted to health and medicine was Volksgezont (People’s
Health), which appeared in Vilnius from 1923-1940, usually as a monthly but there
were years when it appeared twice a month.

The founder of the journal, and its editor until his death, was Dr. Zemach Shabad
(1864-1935), a well-known doctor and public leader in Vilnius, whose name became
known all over Poland.

The printing of medical journals specifically in Vilnius is certainly related to the fact
that this city had several important Jewish medical centers.

The main part of the lecture will be devoted to one of the issues I delved into in
the thesis. As was written about them in the Yiddish medical press in Warsaw and
Vilnius, in the period between the two world wars.

1. Tuberculosis and hygiene: Tuberculosis was considered a terminal disease
at that time. Its impact was bad all over the world, and especially widespread
in the Jewish settlements in the big cities of Eastern Europe, where there was
often unbearable residential density, dust, dirt and poor hygiene conditions.
Moreover, many Jews are engaged in professions where there is a great risk of
contracting tuberculosis: street traders, hat and fur manufacturers, bakers,
tailors, shoemakers, engravers, bookbinders, dyers, blacksmiths, carpenters,
and the like. The main means of reducing the spread of the epidemic was strict
maintenance of the hygiene of the individual, of the environment, of the housing
and more. Dr. Zemach Shabad, who believed in this, promoted this view through
the journal he edited.

2. Aspects of a Jewish way of life: slaughter, meat and milk, mikveh,
vegetarianism.

3. “Jewish diseases”: are there any ‘Jewish diseases’?, are there any unique
characteristics to the ‘Jewish body’?

IX



The study of the typhus epidemic, at the Jewish Hospital for Infectious
Diseases in Radom (1941), by David Wajnapel and Anna Herschthal

Avi Ohry — Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University
Karin Ohry — Translator & Editor

Lukasz Krzyzanowski — University of Warsaw, Faculty of History, and University of
Ottawa, Department of History

Our presentation casts a light on a forgotten study made at the Jewish Hospital
for Infectious Diseases (JHID) in the Radom Ghetto in September 1941. The
original report is kept at the Jewish Historical Institute (ZIH) in Warsaw. In 1939,
there were about 30,000 Jews in Radom (south of Warsaw), one third of the total
population. There were two other hospitals: St Kazimierz, a general hospital, and
a Jewish general hospital whose director was Dr. Joseph Kleinberger (1899-1973),
a surgeon. The director of the JHID was Dr. David Wajnapel (1905-1988). At the
JHID, 709 cases of spotted fever were examined and treated during the 1940-1941
epidemic. The clinical course, morbidity and mortality, including neurological,
metabolic, nephrological and other complications, were thoroughly discussed.
The study entitled “The role of azotemic states in the course of typhus”, written by
Wajnapel and the bacteriologist Anna Herschthal, is a remarkable document. This is
a scientific study, performed under extreme circumstances, in a small-town hospital
during the Nazi occupation, with a very limited supply of everything needed for its
completion. Dr. Jerzy Borysowicz (1903-1980), a Righteous Among the Nations,
clandestinely helped this medical team. He worked officially in a local institution
for the mentally ill. Since the building was not suitable for any other purpose, the
Germans allowed it to function, sparing its patients and staff. Borysowicz and his
team hid Jews there, among them Mordechai Anielewicz, who later became the
leader of the Jewish Combat Organization in Warsaw. Even to the medical expert
today, this report seems modern and accurate. Anna Herschthal did not survive, but
Wajnapel did, and emigrated to the US. He published a full report in German based
on his initial report,! and a memoire in English.?

1. David .Wajnapel, Zur Pathologie des Fleckfiebers; Beihefte zur Medizinischen
Monatsschrift, Heft 2; Stuttgart, Wissenschaftliche Verlagsgesellschaft, 1947,
p- 72.

2. David Wainapel, “From death row to freedom”; drawings by the author. NYC,
1984.
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Doctors and Medicine in the Minsk Ghetto
Emili Levi, Miriam Offer — Western Galilee Academic College

The study is part of a seminar on “Medicine in extreme situations and the Holocaust”

emilicoaching@gmail.com +972-54-8024074

Since there are not enough materials in Hebrew about Minsk medicine and as a
Russian speaker, I turned to search for sources for work in Russian literature and
websites. 1 found an article from 2010 by Roman Kylik about his father Dr. Lev
Kylik, based on testimonies he collected. I used the materials from Dr. Kylik’s
estate and other archival materials for the purpose of writing my thesis. After the
occupation of Minsk and the establishment of the ghetto, the Nazis decided to
establish a department for infections on the territory of the hospital in the Minsk
Ghetto. Dr. Lev Kylik was chosen to be the director of the hospital and head of the
infection department. He was involved in the underground activity in a Jewish
hospital in the ghetto. The medical staff of the hospital in cooperation with the
Judenrat made a decision to help as many as possible Jews to flee the ghetto areas
to the partisan companies. I also learned about cooperation between members of
the ghetto underground and the urban underground in the city of Minsk. Thanks
to cooperation, it was possible to deliver medical equipment and clothes to the
partisans, and to send doctors from the ghetto to the forests to provide medical
treatment.

Beyond helping the ghetto residents and partisans, the hospital staff helped save
the lives of non-Jewish soldiers and partisans by forging their documents as if they
were Jewish, sewing patches on their clothes, and admitting them to a hospital as
Jews. After recovery, they were helped to return to the partisan groups in the field.
I also discovered the details of other doctors who worked in the infectious disease
department at the hospital in the ghetto, as well as testimonies about nurses and
medics

Dr. Kylik had a special permit that gave him the possibility to leave the ghetto. On
December 10, 1942, the Nazis entered the hospital, and killed 48 doctors and Dr.
Kylik among them.
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Jewish physicians in the Netherlands, 1940-1945

Hannah van den Ende

hannahvdende@gmail.com

Dutch Jewish doctors in the 1930s were raised in the tradition of gentlemen
physicians, who were supposed to be of outstanding moral behavior. Being
a doctor was not just a profession, it was a calling. Even under the most extreme
circumstances, this did not lose its meaning. At least, for many of these doctors and
in many different situations throughout the Nazi occupation of Holland, 1940-1945.
Nevertheless, sometimes it did lose its meaning. In the book ‘Do not forget you’re a
doctor’, Jewish physicians in the Netherlands 1940-1945 (Amsterdam 2015) Dr. Van
den Ende describes all the individual nuances to this moral stance, made by the 534
physicians whom she found were Dutch, practicing physicians, and Jewish.

In her PhD research about the Dutch Jewish physicians during the Shoah and their
moral dilemmas Hannah van den Ende came to the conclusion that many doctors
kept acting like paternalistic altruistic doctors. Sometimes even sacrificing their
own lives for that of their patients. Being a doctor meant to many that they were
supposed to do more for others than the average individual.

But also, other aspects of being a doctor under these circumstances were uncovered.
In the ‘shipwreck’ that was the deportation phase of the Shoah in Holland, illness
and hospitals long remained relatively safe ‘lifeboats’. Doctors had the task of
providing as many people as they could with such a ‘medical lifeboat’, even if
it meant falsification of diagnoses or even treatments. Fake operations and staged
sickbeds were bizarre medical practice, but deemed helpful now. There was a shift
from virtue ethics to a more teleological approach.

Moreover, the lifeboat that medicine provided was also used by the doctors
themselves, giving them a much higher survival chance than fellow Dutch Jews.
Only 27% of Dutch Jews survived the Shoah, whereas 68% of the Dutch Jewish
doctors survived.

When young physician Hans Keilson’s father told his son, before the father was
deported to his death: Do not forget you’re a doctor,’ it entailed it all: make it help
yourself and make it help others.

VI


mailto:hannahvdende@gmail.com

Opening remarks
Hadas Shasha-Lavsky

I am excited to open the 23™ Nahariya conference on Medicine and the Holocaust.
From this year on the conference is called after my late father, Prof. Shaul Shasha,
who was the founder and the head of this annual conference, for twenty-one years.
This is the second conference without him and his absence is felt but his spirit is with
us.

In the conference this year novel and diverse studies will be presented. As a member
of the organizing committee for the past seven years, I am surprised and excited
every year from the interest of researchers to present their work here. Medicine and
the Holocaust continues to be a large field to study and as the years go by new data is
exposed and it seems like this is an endless field of research.

The first part of the day will be divided to three sessions. In the first two session the
focus will be on stories of doctors and medical organizations during the Holocaust.
The third session will focus on education and the implantation of Medicine and
Holocaust studies in medical faculties. Two of the lectures in this session will be
presented by students and I find this very encouraging and important that young
investigators and students are presenting here. In the second part of the day, we will
have interactive workshops in the Ghetto Fighters House, that will be guided by the
museum guides and physicians who teach Medicine and Holocaust.

This year we will launch the “Israel Milejkovski award for outstanding
young investigator in Medicine and the Holocaust”. This is a first step in a
project for Dr. Milejkowski's memorialization.

I would like to acknowledge our collaborators:

First, Prof. Barhoum, the director of the Galilee Medical Center for the
hospitality — the Galilee Medical Center is the home of this conference for
twenty three years and will continue to be. To Mr. Moshe Meyouhass, the
administrative manager of the Galilee Medical Center, for his support and
generosity.

To “Rotary Amitim” Nahariya, for their kind support and donation.

To “le'maanam” — for the great support of Holocaust survivors and for the
participation and support of the conference.

To the organizing committee: the western Galilee Academy and Dr. Miriam Offer.
To the Ghetto Fighters House and Yigal Cohen, the director. To Dr. Ettiene le Picard,
Prof. Shmuel Reis, Prof. Avi Ohry — thank you for the support, the ideas and the
friendship. To Bat-Sheva Ovad, Aya Kagade and Shir Asor for their wonderful work.
And to my dear father, who opened the door to the amazing and challenging world
of Medicine and Holocaust and moreover — for creating so many collaborations
and networks that we still enjoy the fruits. Thank you, dad. This is the best
memorialization for your tremendous contribution and work.
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11:40 — 11:55

11:55 — 12:10

12:10—-12:25

12:25 - 13:30

12:25 — 12:35
12:35 — 12:47
12:47 — 12:55
12:55 - 13:10
13:10 — 13:25
13:25 - 13:30
13:30 — 14:00
14:00 — 16:00

Dr. Zalman Grinberg, A physician and public Leader, 1945-1946
Dr. Ada Schein

Discussion Panel

Coffee Break

Medical Education: implantation of Medicine and Holocaust
studies in Medical Faculties
Moderators: Dr. Matthew Fox, Prof. Shmuel Reis

Writing Wikipedia entries on physicians during the Holocaust as a
form of Student activism and intellectual altruism
Mr. Omri Caspi

Holocaust studies in nursing education: Enhancing nurses’ moral
and social responsibility
Dr. Anat Romem

Lessons from the Holocaust: Reflections of a medical students upon
completing the “Medicine and the Holocaust” Course
Mr. Liron Leibovitch

Legacy of medicine during the Holocaust and its contemporary
relevance: Education for resilient professional identity formation
of health professionals

Dr. Hedy S. Wald

Panel Discussion: Implantation of Medicine and Holocaust studies
in Medical and Nursing schools

The Israel Milejkowski Award for outstanding investigator
Concluding Remark
Dr. Hadas Shasha-Lavsky

Lunch Break

The Ghetto Fighters House Museum: workshops on Medicine and
the Holocaust
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PROGRAM

08:30 — 09:00 Registration

09:00 — 09:20 Opening Remarks
Dr. Hadas Shasha-Lavsky — head of the organizing committee
Prof. Masad Barhoum — Director, Galilee Medical Center
Mr. Yigal Cohen — Director of the Ghetto Fighters House Museum
Dr. Miriam Offer — Western Galilee Academy
Dr. Orly Avni — Dean, Azrieli Faculty of Medicine, Bar Ilan University

09:20 — 10:25 First Jewish Medicine before and during the Holocaust
Moderators: Dr. Miriam Offer, Prof. Nachman Ash

09:20 — 09:22 Dr. Aharon Pick's Diary
Mrs. Avital Miara, Galilee Medical Center

09:22 — 09:34 Jewish physicians in the Netherlands, 1940-1945
Dr. Hannah van den Ende

09:34 — 09:46 Doctors and Medicine in the Minsk Ghetto
Mrs. Emili Levin

09:46 — 09:58 The study of the typhus epidemic, at the Jewish Hospital for Infectious
Diseases in Radom (1941), by David Wajnapel and Anna Herschthal
Prof. Avi Ohry

09:58 — 10:10 Journals for health and medicine in Yiddish in Eastern Europe
Mr. Itzhak Fuchs

10:10 — 10:25 Doctors and Medicine in the Minsk Ghetto
Discussion panel

10:25-10:40 Coffee break

10:40 — 12:10 Mental health and leadership during the Holocaust
Moderators: Dr. Eitan Le-Picard, Dr. Hadas Shasha-Lavsky
10:40 — 11:10 The Special Children's Home of Sally Bein: film presentation
Mr. Ronny Meir Dotan
11:10 — 11:25 The ‘Department for Sick Aid’ — Department of Mental Health in

Theresienstadt Ghetto headed by Dr. Viktor Frankel
Dr. Margalit Shlain

11:25 — 11:40 “If you live, tell everyone about the good and the bad”: Dr. Yosef
Metzger — A Story of Survival
Dr. Naomi Menuhin
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Prof. Shaul M. Shasha
1939-2021

Founder and leader of Nahariya conferences on
Medicine and the Holocaust, 2000-2021
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